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Old Korean Legation in Washington D.C.

FEME

Dupont Circle Ligﬂ%g

w

il
3 &

3

) - 3 ;ZJ

The building used ES the office of the Korean Commission ol @
b ) \\r‘
v g
L]
X A thetm A it o L

0|2 1941 43 3fiQetELs|E Saff HElE o
CHO| 2|1 7] 2o S B ALR A 20| QWA S

273l 02 FRe WS oz YAEs

B e et e 1 uHok} Korean Commission to America and Europe
]

The White House

[0 mn ok

O[Z0{U7| ¢let &t olu HSS HIHSIACE £3] 1939 NER !
. o SIAlE 7|u3gt i
AHZEl 0] SHIET} AL A2 ofaTto| YA 0|F EHBE olzist X yasige |, 820 gEBplds  Vongon enmen

Lincoln Memorial Korean War VetéransMemorial

o r

FJapan Inside Out;0] HEEl ZAZ 0|2 H7|2 YAE o7t
0|Z0{ Hct. 0|% 9| &350| ™At SthElolf w2t 19441 48
H| ZA2(4700 16th St. NW)E 0|&5101 1956\H77IX| Z=Q 2| 7

2HE5| It

Jio

40 mo > M mo mjo 1>

T

10

FE

= EEd W y N L
: -‘; ".'_7. N —

7 .~

9|

ox
|0
Hu

"DIEH°F11IE--A}._P1.'_*%.’°FLH
| Visitor Information: Old kOrean Legat|on A

Established in April 1941 following the Overseas Korean Congress, this site JHERA|ZE B
served as the first official diplomatic office of the Provisional Government of Hours ) )

O - HRY, U|F HBEY, 32 40 37
@losel Sundays, Mondays, U.S. Federal Holidays,
and the Four Major National Holidays of South Korea

zzez JEE
Admission Free

HESLAIR §E{|O|X|01|A1 APHoi|2F | http://Oldkoreanlegation.org
Reservations Advance booking required via the website

2o|Hst (+1)202-844-3330 (09:30 - 17:00)
Inquiries (+1)202 844-3330 (Ava||ab|e 9:30 AM - 5:00 PM)
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Th|s brochure was directed by Professor Seo Kyoung—duk andy S
red by actress Song Hye-kyo.
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The building used as the office of the Korean Commission to America and Europe
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i Established in 1919 by the Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea,
this site served as the base for independent diplomatic efforts in the United

States and Europe. The Commission carried out diplomatic and public relations
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Old Korean Legation in Washington D.C. (1889~1905)
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The Old Korean Legation was the first overseas diplomatic mission
established by the Joseon Dynasty in a Western country. From February
1889 until its forced closure following the illegal Eulsa Treaty in November
1905, it served as the center of Korean diplomacy in the United States for
16 years and 9 months. During the Japanese colonization of Korea in 1910,
the building was seized by Japan for a mere five dollars. However, after
decades of persistent efforts by the Korean-American community and the
South Korean government, the property was finally reclaimed in October
2012. Following an extensive and meticulous restoration, it opened as a
historical museum in May 2018. As the only remaining 19th-century
diplomatic building in Washington, D.C., its historical significance was
officially recognized in September 2024 when it was listed on the National
Register of Historic Places (NRHP).
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History of the Old Korean Legation in Washington D.C.

P 1882.05.22. | May 22, 1882
F0|4SEAEO A
Signing of the Treaty of Peace, Amity, Commerce and Navigation between
the U.S. and Korea

v

1887.08.18. | Aug 18, 1887

ALY FOHBTAL S

Appointment of Pak Chung-yang as the first Minister Plenipotentiary of
Korea to the U.S.
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1888.01.19. | Jan 19, 1888

A iy ZAR2E JHAM(RAE D.C. Fisher House, I|A{SE#E)
Opening of the first legation (Washington, DC Fisher House, known as
Piseook)
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1891. 12. O1. | Dec 01, 1891
ZMYE, o SARE 1S 014($25,000)
The Joseon Dynasty purchases the current legation building ($25,000).

1897.10. 12. | Oct 12, 1897
DEEH|, SRl M=
Emperor Gojong proclaims the establishment of the Korean Empire.
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1905. 11.17. | Nov 17,1905

SASSE ZH|, ‘Qud YEHChEH= S AR ZH| T)

The illegal Eulsa Treaty is forcibly signed, depriving Korea of its diplomatic
rights and leading to the forced closure of the legation.

1910. 09. O1. | Sep 01, 1910
SAELAZS, 22 ZHoiA$5) = O1=2001|7 o§2H($10)

v

1972. 06. 30. | Jun 30, 1972

02 SEUSHZZYE , SR AE 28 ZHME QAKX X1
The U.S. National Park Service designates the Logan Circle Historic District,
including the legation building.
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2012.10.18. | Oct 18, 2012

T7IFLAE-ESIR AR TIMEr SAR 4= 01($3,500,000)
The Korea Heritage Service and the National Trust for Cultural Heritage
repurchase the building ($3,500,000).
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2018. 05. 22, | May 22, 2018
‘FO|CHSHRI=SARRY 72t
The Old Korean Legation Museum officially opens to the public.

v
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2024. 09. 09. | Sep 09, 2024
0|2 Q4= 7LARR X|(National Register of Historic Places) SxH
Officially listed on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)

Japan forcibly acquires the building for $5 and resells it to an American for $10.
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Exhibition Halls & Korean Garden

SARE2 2t SEZ Z7to| 4240| Yats| A2ECt 152 1E9| ofElE
SAID BEHE 22| Y, bl HAS 2lst A, ¢s| 320l Algez
e 7rE SHel Szholtt 232 o[FQl 0| Mgt SAL MRt
S AMESZE M| SO| RIS ARl TR SZHoj| siErsich afA 42
M 352 19431 0| HAUL|O| EZ ALZE|CE7L SiRi= §H0|RE2
AAME LE|E TARZ MEA ZFEIUCE HE RE= RO ZX|QF
249 Z7| AYUE SRletien, Bl st= XS FRIS Of2ls) &=
1nRo| Ojzs MRt

HAMA Exhibition Halls
Each floor of the Legation is distinct in its purpose and character.
The first floor is the most public area, consisting of the Jeongdang
(the main hall where the Emperor’s portrait was enshrined for
rituals), the Gaekdang (reception hall for guests), and the Sikdang
(dining room for banquets). The second floor serves as a private
workspace with restricted access, housing the Minister’s office, staff
offices, and the study. The third floor, which once served as living
quarters, was modified into a hall after 1943 and has now been
redesigned as an exhibition : " Z ?g‘
hall showcasing the history of ; [ b/
Korea-U.S. friendship. On the ] /
exterior, the entrance porch
and rooftop flagpole have
been restored, and a tradition-
al Korean garden was added
to embody Korea’s unique °

aesthetic. )
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A Symbol of the Independence Movement in the U.S. during the Japanese Occupation
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In 1910, the Korean Empire was stripped of its sovereignty by
Japan, and the Legation building suffered the tragic fate of being
seized. However, within the Korean-American community, the
building emerged as a powerful symbol of independence. This
was because Koreans regarded the Legation as a "representation
of national rights that must be reclaimed" and a "testament to
the restoration of sovereignty." During the colonial period,
Korean immigrants in the U.S. produced postcards of the
Legation featuring a large Taegeukgi (Korean flag) and exchanged
them to strengthen their firm resolve forindependence.
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Postcard of the Old Korean Legation(1910s)
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